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Fellow Carolina Jaguar Club Members

The Times Are A Changing. 

Jaguar as a brand is changing. We see much talk of  the 
electric future to save the environment while at the same time 
enviromentalists claiming that the batteries and mining destroy 
the same. This issue I have included a nice article from Forbes 
about some of  the myths. 

That being said we are a car club that celebrates history, the 
engineering that created these wonderful cars and the beauty 
crafted into them and the luxury that surrounds us while we 
drive them. Not one single person can accuse Tesla of  creating 
a luxury vehicle. To me, and I should know I own one, the fridge 
like box that serves as an electric vehicle does its job. There is 
the thrill of  the 0 - 60 in 2.9 seconds and the considerably small 
bills it produces. But, driving it does not produce the smile from 
ear to ear or the mandatory head turn that I always seem to do 
when I walk away from my XK. Jaguar heritage came from past 
owners looking after their cars, caring for them and keeping the 
marque alive. Thank goodness there are still some around to 
enjoy. 

Happy Motoring. 

Enjoy the edition.

Richard Lloyd-Roberts
CJC Editor/Webmaster
Carolinajagclubevents@gmail.com

FROM THE EDITOR
Richard Lloyd-Roberts



From The President

Eric Dunn
Hello Everyone.
 
Last months’ event at Shelton Vineyards in Dobson supplied all with a most delightful 
experience with friends and four-wheelers. The great pictures shown of  that event in the April 
Newsletter were taken by Richard Lloyd-Roberts and truly conveyed just how enjoyable the 
day developed.  Our next event this weekend is the Triangle British Classic Show in Raleigh. 
Hope to see you there on the 20th. Kevin Mann, V.P. Events, Continues to do a great job of  
organizing events for our enjoyment and camaraderie.  Be sure and note future events in the 
Newsletter
and in particular the Concours in July. Get your place now for that event and note the 
registration deadlines. Brad and Barbara Merlie, Concours Co-Chairs, and Steve Thomas, 
Chief  Judge, seem to  present us consistently   with a Concours that is a “Best in Show”.
 
It ‘s always fun and interesting to hear about Jaguar plans for the future. Jaguar has recently 
confirmed a 4-door GT vehicle for the 2025 year. This is somewhat of  a surprise since previous 
announcements on new vehicles mainly has emphasized SUV type platforms. The car will be 
built in the U.K., with electric power of  course,  and claims a range of  430 miles. Horsepower 
is expected  to be at least 600 , which would be greater than any Jaguar powerplant to date. 
Attached is a picture of  the new model , not sure final rendering. Nice. Nice.  $125,000 per 
copy.
 
More good news for our Jaguar FORMULA E  Race Team.  Fresh off  1st and 3rd places in 
Sao Paulo in March, the two Jags  scored a 1st and 2nd place in the first race in Berlin during 
April.  This month in May, the race was at the famous track in Monaco where one on the Jags 
managed a 2nd place finish. Next race  Jakarta, June 2.
 
Remember to check those future events and pick a date ( s)  to attend. It is always good when 
fellow Jaguar lovers get together!
 
Drive safe. Stay out of  the ditch.
 
Regards.
 
Eric



4 Myths From Electric Vehicle Haters – And Why 
They’re Wrong

James Morris
Contributor

I write about the rapidly growing world of electric vehicles

Battery electric vehicles have been the ray of hope for automotive sales during the pandemic, rising 
to 4.7% of the market in the UK. In Europe, JATO figures put the percentage of BEVs, Hybrid EVs 
and Plug-in Hybrid EVs at 18% of total registrations in July. But despite the burgeoning sales, as I 
discussed a few weeks ago, there’s a lot of negativity about EVs, fueled by fear of change and possibly 
by those with vested interests in maintaining the status quo. Huge arguments ensue online about EVs, 
so here are four of the most frequent themes, and why they are missing the mark by an electric mile.

EVs Are Made with Polluting Minerals 
Mined by Children

Hearing this argument from anyone proposing that vehicles running on oil-based fuel are more eco-
friendly than EVs makes you wonder whether they ever watch the news. The atrocious spill in Mauritius 
is just the latest in a very long list of disasters caused by the oil industry, any of which are far worse 
than the lithium mine image that is regularly trotted out as it if proves once and for all that EVs are EV-
il. Except that the picture isn’t even a lithium mine – it’s a copper mine.

However, there’s no need to resort to “whataboutery” when addressing this criticism. There are two 
main sources of lithium, and mines are only one of them. The other is brine water. In other words, the 
sea. The vast majority (87%) of lithium comes from this source, which involves a lengthy evaporation 
process that doesn’t involve child labor at all. There is absolutely loads of lithium around, with vast 
reserves in Chile, Australia and China, so we’re unlikely to run out. And you can bet none of these 
people complaining about the lithium in EVs have complained about its use in the over six billion 
mobile phones in ownership in the world today, nor the over a billion laptops.
Cobalt is the other rare mineral that gets people wound up about EVs, and there are some valid 
concerns about its extraction in DR Congo in particular. However, Cobalt has been used in most lithium 
ion batteries for decades, so as argued above, if you’re going to criticize EVs, stop using a mobile 
phone or a laptop first. However, there’s a solid financial reason why EV makers are reducing and 
eventually hope to eliminate cobalt from their batteries – it’s hugely expensive, and one of the main 
contributors to the comparatively high purchase price of EVs (see below). Tesla -1%TSLA is already 
planning a shift away from cobalt in batteries, and there are several other no-cobalt or low-cobalt 
battery designs under development. Cobalt’s days are numbered.



EVs Are A Fire Hazard A recent recall of the Ford Kuga PHEV due to battery 
fire risk has really stoked the myth that EVs are too 
flammable – if you’ll forgive the pun. Another popular 
follow-up is mentioning the infamous crashing of a Rimac 
Concept_One electric hypercar by TV presenter Richard 
Hammond during an episode of The Grand Tour. This 
rather misses the point that he didn’t crash because 
it was an EV, but because he wasn’t sufficiently good 
a driver to control the vehicle. He was driving again a 
month later, anyway, but could well have been dead if it 
was a petrol vehicle, which would have gone down in a 
ball of flames rather than the slower burning of an EV.

It is true that lithium ion batteries have very different fire characteristics to fossil fuel engines. Lithium 
ion batteries do produce quite poisonous fluoride gases when on fire, but they take much longer to 
get going, giving the driver a considerably better chance of getting clear before the conflagration really 
gets going. They do burn for a long time, and are hard to put out, requiring special training for firefight-
ers. The real question, however, is how often EVs really catch fire. The isolated cases of Teslas burn-
ing spontaneously in California make for inflammatory photos, but they prove nothing.

Let’s look at the figures. China has ordered more EV safety checks, but that was after only 40 EV 
fires in 2018. This was across a fleet of 1.2 million EVs in China in 2018, ie one fire for every 30,000 
vehicles. Putting that in perspective, in the US, from 2014 to 2016 there was an average of 171,500 
highway vehicle fires according to a report by FEMA. There were around 269 million cars in the USA 
in 2016, meaning that one in 1,569 fossil fuel cars caught fire in 2016 – nearly 20x as many as EVs in 
China in 2018. There were also 2.9 deaths per 1,000 highway fires, so fossil fuel cars are not only far 
more likely to catch fire than EVs, they’re far more likely to kill you as a result too.

EV Batteries Only Last A Few Years This is one of the most prevalent myths 
and one of the easiest to debunk. Yes, your 
smartphone battery degrades considera-
bly after a couple of years. But you charge 
that every day, and the average driver will 
only charge their EV a few times a month. 
EVs also charge in a much smarter fash-
ion, only replenishing depleted cells, which 
distributes the load across many thousands 
of cells that make up the whole pack. Data 
gleaned from lots of Tesla owners has 
shown a mere 10% average battery degra-
dation after over 160,000 miles. Most fossil 
cars are on the scrap heap long before that 
kind of mileage.

This is why the majority of manufacturers now offer a battery warranty that’s usually around 100,000 
miles or eight years for 70% capacity. They wouldn’t do that if they seriously thought many batteries 
wouldn’t last that long – it would cost them a fortune. So, no, an EV that’s a few years old will have al-
most the range it had when new, and there won’t be a huge problem recycling a load of dead EV batter-
ies either. Most EVs will still be going strong decades from now.



EVs Are Too Expensive

I’ve left this one until last, because a lot of people will come back to it when all else fails. 
On the one hand, it’s true. With EV batteries still taking up around 30% of the cost of an EV, 
and not being a component that a fossil fuel car even has, EVs are more expensive. They’re 
usually at least £10,000 ($13,000) more than an equivalent fossil fuel car, and it’s even worse 
in the second-hand market, because EVs hold their value much better. This is a myth for 
another time – that EVs are worth nothing used because the batteries are shot, when in fact 
the opposite is the case. The Tesla Model S has the highest residual value of any used car in 
Germany, for example, retaining 9% more value after three years than any other brand, with a 
whopping 58.5% retention. As a result, since decent EVs have only been around for less than 
a decade, the cheapest end of the second-hand market doesn’t even exist yet.

Anyway, back to the topic at hand – the cost when new. It’s missing the key factor. EVs are 
coming down in price as batteries get cheaper, but even before that reduction you have to 
take into account the much lower running costs. Charged at home, a decent EV will cost 3-4p 
(4-5c) a mile in electricity, whereas even a really frugal fossil fuel car capable of 60 miles per 
(British) gallon will be more like 10p (13c) a mile, and we all know that about town the fuel 
consumption is a lot worse, where EVs are actually better. Obviously in some countries like the 
US, gasoline is a lot cheaper, but cars are generally less economical to match. The average 
car in the UK does 7,000 miles a year, so you will be saving hundreds in fuel alone every year, 
and thousands if you drive more than average. Then there are the savings from far simpler 
or even unnecessary servicing, lower company car tax (in the UK, it’s zero for the first year), 
lower vehicle tax (again, zero in the UK), and reduced need for brake pads and discs because 
of regenerative braking. So you will pay more up front, but you will save loads after that, and 
when it comes time to sell, you’ll get more second hand value back than a fossil fuel car. In 
other words, EVs might be more expensive to buy, but they could well be cheaper over 3-4 
years of ownership.



I'm looking to sell my 2002 X-Type, Carnival Red/Beige Interior Jaguar with only 19,000 miles.
It was my grandmother's, then my mom's. Near-mint condition. Garaged it’s entire life.

Trip Park
704-451-7552
Charlotte









May 20, 
2023 

 

8:30 am  
to 

3:00 pm 

For more information on the event contact Dennis Taylor, Show Chairperson 
(919) 610-7166, or  dltpilot@hotmail.com or the club’s website at 

www.ncmgcarclub.org 

Car Show, 50/50 Raffle, Silent Auction, Regalia 

“New Location”  

Free to Spectators Great Venue 

The Triangle British Classic is proud to 
support the Food Bank of Central & East-
ern North Carolina with a donation from 
the show’s proceeds and collection of 
canned food.  

Over 125 British Cars  

Sponsored by:  
The North Carolina MG Car Club, 

 Wake Tech North, Hagerty, &  
Jaguar Land Rover Raleigh 

May 20, 
2023 

 

8:30 am  
to 

3:00 pm 

The Hendrick Center  
for Automotive Excellence  

on the campus of Wake Tech North 
6600 Louisburg Road, Raleigh, NC 

North Campus 



ALTERNATIVE EVENT 10/7/23 (day before our ROAD TRIP)











1970 Jaguar E-Type 4.2 FHC
Gorgeous and fully restored E-Type ready to be shown and driven
 
Exterior: Sable Brown
 
Interior: Cinnamon
 
Chrome Wire Wheels
 
Triple SU Carburetors
 
Matching numbers
 
All books and documentations
 
See history below:
 
Originally purchased in the fall of 1970 by Richard Merryman and his wife. It was sold to Har-
old L Hall, Jr. on February 15, 1972. Harold and his wife owned the car until August 1983. 
 
Ownership / history of the car from August 1983 till Sep 1995 is missing. Paul C Henry bought 
the car from Donald Goff in Ohio in 1995. Henry entered the car in a Jaguar Club competition 
in Ohio in 1997 and scored an overall 98.94 points on a scale of 100 points.
 
The next known purchase of the car was October 2002 on eBay by Daniel Myers of Pittsburgh, 
PA. Meyers apparently owned the car for a good many years. Around 2005 (65,000 miles), he 
had the car restored which included a rebuild of the rear end and the he engine, and replaced 
the clutch with a new clutch assembly. .
 
There is an extensive folder of receipts and notes and documentation that Daniel kept. He put 
a lot of money into this car as evidenced by all the receipts and notes.
 
An email of Oct 24, 2019 from Charles Clarkson Hines tells the story as the car moved from 
Daniel Myers in Pittsburgh, PA to Mr. Hines in NY. (A copy of the email can be provided upon 
request.)
 
The second owner of the E-Type, Harold (Hap) Hall, began thinking of the car that he owned. 
By coincidence, he found the car at an auction in 2019 and purchased the car for a second 
time. 
 
This car is in exquisite condition. It is ready to be driven and to begin winning awards at car 
shows.
 
Price and Pictures upon request: Contact Mark Lovello at 864-244-1555







2023 Officers and Committee Chairs
President
Eric Dunn
904-477-9339
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Vice-President
Kevin Mann   
704-528-0292
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Secretary/ Sponsorship
Jerry Cohen
704-996-9060
Jagunut1@aol.com
 
Treasurer
Rick Wotring
336-337-6253
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 Concours Co-Chairs
Brad and Barbara Merlie
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 Membership Co-Chairs
Kevin and Nancy Willis
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Richard Lloyd-Roberts
704-754-8880
carolinajagclubevents@gmail.com

 Chief Judge
Stephen Thomas
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stephenreps@earthlink.com



Jaguar’s first new car arrives next year
Submitted by Jerry Cohen

In reading an article from Top Gear by Vijay Pattni I learned more about the future of Jaguar Land 
Rover now called JLR and the rebirth of the Jaguar brand. Here is what he had to say plus some of my 
opinions: JLR boss Adrian Mardell said. “Jaguar is going to be reborn.”

And that rebirth begins with the first of three entirely new Jaguar electric cars: a four door GT with a 
starting price of £100,000.

Indeed. After a period of silence - acknowledged by Jag’s senior team as necessary while they hashed 
out the storied British car brand’s future - we now know something about how the Big Cat will ‘purr 
again’.

It’ll sit on a dedicated new chassis dubbed ‘Jaguar Electric Architecture’ - Jaguar will transition into an 
electric only brand from 2025 - that’ll underpin those three new cars, at least to begin with.

Jaguar is targeting an all electric range of 700km (430 miles) from the new GT’s powertrain… and a lot 
of power. “This will be the most powerful Jaguar ever,” CFO Lennard Hoornik told TG. Jaguar wouldn’t 
confirm any specifics at this early stage, but we’re assured horses will be PLENTIFUL.

Jaguar isn’t building its own battery cells, but Mardell confirmed owner Tata - a “nurturing” parent - will 
be constructing a gigafactory in Europe. Jag’s already secured a supply.

Meanwhile Jaguar is investing £1bn, and will build these new electric cars in a bespoke facility in 
Solihull.

How this new Jaguar - indeed all three new Jags - will look? Creative boss Gerry McGovern said they 
will be “a copy of nothing”. That’s actually how Jaguar founder Sir William Lyons originally briefed his 
team as to what his company’s creations should look like; to basically stand apart, not be a rival for, 
anything on offer at the time.

There was a tacit admission that Jaguar’s previous strategy of trying to compete in the mainstream 
perhaps wasn’t the greatest success, so creatively the new generation will be ‘modern, unique, 
exuberant’.

“When these new Jaguars appear for the first time, they need to have a jaw dropping moment,” 
McGovern said. There was mention of making sure these new car designs ‘shock’.

What was clear was Mardell and the senior team’s passion about Jaguar’s long-anticipated revival; 
about its Britishness and storied heritage. Mardell himself has been working at JLR for 32 years in 
a career spanning 19 roles, the most recent one at the very top of the tree… having started as an 
apprentice. So it means a lot.

“This is the beginning to put right unfinished business,” Mardell said of Jaguar’s all-electric revival. 
“This is personal.”

It is good to have a real car guy and a dedicated Jaguar guy back in charge after the mess that the 
former Renault CEO Thierry Bollore created. 



2023 Carolina Jaguar Club Membership Application
(Please Print Carefully)

Last Name:_____________________________________________________________________

First Name:_____________________________________________________________________

Spouse’s Name:_________________________________________________________________ 

New Member______               Renewal___________ (include JCNA # from Jaguar Journal back page)

Address:_______________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip:___________________________________________________________________

Telephone (Home)______________ Telephone (Other)_________________________

E-mail Address:__________________________________________________________________

   
Please List the Jaguar Cars You Currently Own:

____________________          ____________________          __________________

Annual membership dues for the Carolina Jaguar Club, Inc., are $60.00.

Your dues entitle you to membership in the Jaguar Clubs of North America (JCNA) and eligibility in all JCNA-sanctioned events 
nation-wide. Other benefits include the bi-monthly JCNA magazine, the monthly club newsletter and numerous events held 
throughout the year including social gatherings, technical sessions, shows, and road events. 

The membership term corresponds to the 2023 calendar year.
Renewals are due by January 1 of the renewal year and new memberships are accepted yearlong.

Please attach your check made payable to Carolina Jaguar Club, Inc., and send it with this application to:

Kevin and Nancy Willis
1120 Claverton Court
Winston-Salem, NC 27104

                                        Applicant’s Signature___________________________
                                          Date:                           ___________________________ 

Note: In accordance with Article III of the Carolina Jaguar Club, Inc., by-laws, all applications are subject to approval by the 
club’s Board of Directors.



MAY 20-May Triangle British Classic Raleigh Car Show & lunch
(registration closed) Wake Tech 6600 Louisburg Rd
    
JUNE 10-Jun Old Salem Museum Winston-Salem Museum tour & lunch
(registration closed) 900 Old Salem Rd 
    
JULY 7/27-7/30 CONCOURS L Switzerland 3 nites, 2 dinners + Concours +
US 226 / Blue Ridge Pkwy
    
AUG 19-Aug NC Transportation Museum Spencer Museum tour & lunch
1 Samuel Spencer Dr
    
SEPT 23-Sep Autumn in the Mountains Mills River British Car Show
336 Banner Farm Rd
    
OCT 10/8-10/14 Week long Road Trip Salisbury MD Tours Food & Fun
    
NOV	TBA	 Officer	Elections	&	Lunch	 TBA	 Hendrick	or	Leith	???
    
NOV	4-Nov	Concours	D’Elegance	Hilton	Head	SC	Car	Club	Showcase
(Optional	-	not	an	official	CJC	event)	
    
DEC 12/1-12/2 CJC Christmas Weekend Asheville  2 dinners + Activities TBA
Renaissance	Hotel	



 
 

2023 CAROLINA JAGUAR CLUB ROAD TRIP 
         
When:  Sunday Oct. 8th  –  Sat Oct 14th   Attend only the days you want or the entire 

week.  
 
Where:   The first night will be in Norfolk, Va. and the following morning we will caravan 

across the Chesapeake Bay Bridge/Tunnel to Salisbury, Md. This will be our 
home base for the remainder of the week. 

 
What to See:   The Ward Museum(duck carvings, and more), Ocean City, MD boardwalk, 

Assateague State Park, Chincoteague Wildlife Refuge, Wallops Flight Facility, 
Blackwater Wildlife Refuge, a ferry ride, Chesapeake Maritime Museum, and of 
course lots of driving on Maryland Byways.    Detailed Itinerary to follow.  

 
Where to Stay:   Sun Oct 8th : Sleep Inn Lake Wright ‐ Norfolk Airport 

1521 Premium Outlets Blvd, Building B, Norfolk, VA, 23502 
RESRVATIONS:    https://www.choicehotels.com/reservations/groups/AC89P1  

    
     Mon Oct 9th – Friday Oct 13 Headquarters Hotel ‐ Hampton Inn Salisbury 

121 E. Naylor Mill Road Salisbury, Maryland 21804 USA 
 

RESRVATIONS:   
https://www.hilton.com/en/book/reservation/deeplink/?ctyhocn=SBYMDHX&groupCode=CHH
CJC&arrivaldate=2023‐10‐09&departuredate=2023‐10‐
14&cid=OM,WW,HILTONLINK,EN,DirectLink&fromId=HILTONLINKDIRECT 

 
Both Hotels offer special rates – Rooms are blocked for Carolina Jaguar Club 
PLEASE MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS EARLY !! 
      
 
 
 



Some Assembly Required - Some 
Assembly Required – Fabrication of 

Aluminum Dash Panels
www.newhillgarage.com

Note- This is the Readers Digest version of an article from my website. One interesting factoid about 
my generation of car is that there are 4 interior pieces that are aluminum and have what is known 
as a “cross hatch” pattern embossed into them. In contrast, the early cars had a “dot pattern”. The 
applicable pieces are the center console (sometimes referred to as the “ski slope), the panel around 
the radio and ashtray, the gauge panel, and a piece around the shifter. According to the JCNA 
Authenticity Guide the cross hatch pattern was used on LHD coupes from car number 887132 until 
888984. My car is 888055, so it is squarely in that range. My boxes of parts included the 4 subject 
pieces. Unfortunately, their condition was less than concours ready. My center console panel had 
holes drilled in it for an ashtray. My gauge panel had some deep scratches. The radio panel had 
some similar defects. The problem with these is that the embossing process, which in effect leaves an 
indentation in the aluminum sheet, is pretty much impossible to repair from a normal body and paint 
repair perspective.

I have had an Ebay “search” in place for almost 2 years. In that time, nothing in the way of original 
panels that are in decent shape has come up. And when they do, the sellers are very “proud” of their 
items, asking top dollar. I saw one set listed at $2500. The next problem is that, to my knowledge, no 
one is making reproduction panels. Yes, in the dot pattern, reproduction panels are available but not in 
the cross hatch pattern. E-Type restoration lore has it that Aston Martin makes a suitable material and 
that brave souls have been able to turn that into E-Type panels. Well, mark me down as a Brave Soul. 
My journey was arduous, dangerous, and expensive. Here is my story!

I started by looking for those folks who had gone before me. I found one fellow in the Seattle area 
who said he had done it. He did not offer to sell me his panels! But in general, DIY knowledge was 
pretty thin. I eventually identified the rumored Aston Martin material. That in itself was serendipitous. 
As noted, I had a standing search on Ebay for the material. I had a number of “hits” for the dot pattern. 
One day, I was alerted to an offer for dot pattern material. From Aston Martin. I went to the link. They 
actually called it Polka Dot material. Well, I’ll be damned, but when I looked at the pictures, it sure 
looked like a cross hatch pattern to me. Too make a long story a little bit shorter, I wound up ordering 
two sheets of this material, at a total cost of $1200 with shipping. It is indeed an excellent match 
when placed next to my original items. I actually sent them an email and suggested they change the 
description to cross hatch. They wrote back that they have described this in their parts system as polka 
dot for decades and they were not about to change it now! If you search on Aston Martin Polka Dot in 
Ebay Motors you should find it.



So I had my material. Next, I needed to figure out how to turn it into panels. BTW, a big shout out to my 
E-Type restorer friend Rick O’Brien, who offered major assistance in this effort. I started with the larg-
est piece, the center console, as it appeared to be a shape that I could “cut out” with tools in my “tool-
box”, i.e. straight cuts and slight curves. Rick and I decided that I needed a “buck”, as the basic shape 
had 90 deg rolled edges around the perimeter. I made my initial buck out of clear poplar. And I did my 
first test pieces using aluminum roofing flashing, which is too thin but cheap.
 
I started out with paper patterns of my center console and transferred them to the wood. Combinations 
of my table saw, hole saws, and jig saws cut out the first attempt. I made two, so as to sandwich the 
material. Then I would hammer form the edges into the 90 degree edge. Eventually I got a good buck 
that turned out some good test pieces for the center console.



The British Motor Club of the Cape Fear (BMCCF) is pleased to announce it is hosting 
the 23rd Annual British Car Show on Saturday, June 3rd, 2023 in Wilmington, NC.

The BMCCF is partnering with the Scottish Society of Wilmington and the Port City High-
land Games benefiting paws4vets assistance dog placement program. paws4vets pro-
vides customized assistance dogs to veterans, service members, and their dependents.

This year’s car show will be a wonderful opportunity to see over 100 classic and modern 
British motor cars. There is no charge for spectators enjoying the car show, but you will 
want to take advantage of the Port City Highland Games’ pipe bands, heavy athletics, 
dancing, food, beer, merchandise, clans & societies. Entrance to the highland games is 
$15 in advance and $20 cash at the door.

Advanced registration for the car show closes May 31st and is $25. Car show registra-
tion includes one complimentary pass to the Port City Highland Games, and the first 100 
cars registered will receive dash plaques. Cars will be grouped by marque.

For more information visit: https://www.bmccf.org/car-show/   

COMING SOON:  On line registration at https://www.bmccf.org/car-show/      If you pre-
fer to register by mail, a paper registration form may be downloaded.

We look forward to seeing you in 2023!

Best regards,

Paul Clarkson
BMCCF Car Show Chairman



I realize that I didn’t actually stop to photograph the hammer forming process. The general process 
was to cut out the aluminum to the required shape, with a 3/16″ allowance around the perimeter for 
the 90 degree lip. I clamped the “sandwich” together and also clamped it to the table of my drill press, 
which kind of suspended the deal in midair and allowed me access. I gradually hammered the perim-
eter with a homemade oak hammer form punch. The outside edge of the oak buck was rounded just a 
bit so the aluminum could form a nice corner radius. Once I knocked out a test piece, I test fit it on the 
center console. After a few attempts I got one that fit well. At this point, I had not addressed the open-
ing for the handbrake. So the last thing was to attempt to form that opening. I don’t have any great pic-
tures but in general I was able to drive standard deep sockets of gradually increasing size through the 
rough opening. This forced the aluminum to fold over and take on the shape of the handbrake opening 
that was placed in my oak buck. That was the final issue that had intimidated me but it turned out to be 
pretty straightforward.

It was time to use my Aston Martin “polka dot” material. I had ordered the material over a year ago. It 
had been patiently waiting in the corner of the shop, in its original shipping box. When I took it out, the 
first thing I noticed was that it looked pretty bad, with a lot of dark stains. I was sort of freaking out but 
I found that the application of Meguiars Aluminum Wheel Cleaner, scrubbed with a finger nail brush to 
get into the impressions, did a pretty decent job of cleaning up the material. OK, showtime. I used my 
paper pattern to cut out the required shape. I was able to use a combination of metal cutting snips and 
hole saws. The material is about 0.045″ thick and seems to be pretty soft, so it cut readily. I clamped 
the piece between my two buck pieces and proceeded to carefully hammer form the perimeter lip. 
Where there were direction changes, I made small cuts so as to avoid wrinkles. Finally, I tackled the 
opening for the handbrake. Since I had done so many test pieces using thicker material, the cross 
hatch material was relatively easier to form and there were no surprises.

What may be not be obvious is that the buck forms the piece in a flat plane. The actual piece has two 
“kinks”. I formed these basically by hand, with wooden pieces clamped on one side of the kink to force 
it to bend in a straight line. After forming the kinks, this was the first time that I could actually test fit the 
entire piece on the center console. On the backside of the original piece, there are supporting pieces 
of thin plywood. 1/4″ Luan plywood is pretty close. I decided to glue these to the back side of the alu-
minum. In the original design, these are simply held in place with some tabs. The tabs are a real pain 
in the neck to cut out with snips so I did not make my piece with the tabs.

Pictured is my final piece. It has been sanded with 600 grit through 3000 grit and sealed with Car-
nauba wax. BTW, it is not your imagination. The U shaped opening for the shifter is not centered in 
the console, it is offset to the right by a modest 1/4″. Why they bothered to do this is a mystery to me. 
The final step was to install it on the center console. The gap between the piece and the edge of the 
console is filled with a vinyl edging. The edging is basically a piece of vinyl wrapped around a cord. 
I used a fairly fat cord, 3/16″ nylon, to give myself the best chance of covering up minor “issues”. I 
got everything in place, clamped it, and carefully installed wood screws from the backside to hold 
it in place. This is not how the factory did it, they glued it, but I went with the small screws to hold 
everything in place. I added the small strip of rubber to the handbrake opening. Wow, many dollars and 
hours later, I think it looks pretty good!

Next I moved on to the other pieces. I had realized from the beginning that the pieces that backed 
up the gauges required a lot of precisely placed holes. It is actually hard to drill a precise hole in thin 
aluminum sheet. Even worse, some the “holes” were D shaped, in that they had a flat side to orient a 
gauge or switch in the correct position. The radio/ash tray panel was simpler but required precision. 
Rick 



and I decided that “water jet” cutting might be the way to go. I contacted a local firm that indicated they 
could work with me on this project. First I sent the original pieces to Rick, who made precise measure-
ments and drew the shapes in a CAD (computer aided drafting) format. He printed out full size tem-
plates that we both reviewed for accuracy. Once we had a good drawing, he converted the CAD file 
to a CAM file (computer aided machining). I gave these files to the local firm and they cut test pieces. 
These were perfect so next I gave them my precious cross hatch material and they cut out the pieces I 
needed. Water jet cutting basically involves a high pressure stream of a water/sand slurry that is eject-
ed from a nozzle, whose position is precisely controlled by a computer, based on the CAM file. 

When they were finished, I picked up the pieces, and did final assembly. Some 90 degree and 180 
degree folds were required, as well as very minor file work. Frankly, they fit like a glove! Once I had the 
pieces in good shape, I gave them a final cleaning with the aluminum wheel cleaner, followed by a coat 
of Carnauba wax. 

Pictures are included here of the gauge panel, with my concours restored gauges (another story). It 
looks great! I have the radio/ash tray panel ready to go but am waiting to install the engine first, as the 
center console can only be installed after the position of the transmission shift lever is fully established. 
Some adjustment of this panel will be required to optimize the gaps. Again, many manhours and dol-
lars later, I am pleased with my results. 

For the complete article and previous articles of my Some Assembly Required series, please visit my 
website www.newhillgarage.com



Tenth Annual Myrtle Beach Britfest will be held on Saturday, Oct. 7, 2023, at The 
Market Common, Johnson & Hendrick Ave., Myrtle Beach, SC.  Come and enjoy 

a British car extravaganza and celebrate Octoberfest in the balmy warmth of  au-
tumn at the beach.  And a special Recognition of  the 100th Anniversary of  M.G. 
Sports Cars!  More information and a registration flyer will become available at 

GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com as the date nears.
Bill Unger, GSBCC Newsletter Editor

https://GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com/



CALLING ALL JUDGES ,CALLING ALL APPRENTICE , CALLING ALL RUNNERS .
 
I would like to thank everyone that attended our Judges Training session ,on March 11, it was the big-
gest turn out we've had .
All Judges have been updated in the JCNA webb site , including our new apprentices . We have 5 re-
certified Judges updating there status .Greg Gaylard, David Hayden , Ray Sicotte, John Holobinko and 
Ken Watts .
We have 5  new apprentices ,Bruce Robiard,Gene Thomas,Denis Connagham,Stewart KIng and Karo-
line O'Rouke.
A special thanks to Karoline O'Rouke for stepping up and helping and becoming a judge .
 
If your planning on attending the Concours please let me know ,as I'm building our Judging Teams .
 
See you  in the MOUNTAINS and Thanks for volunteering your time .
 

Stephen Thomas
CELL 919 906 6802
stephenreps@earthlink.net





SAVE THE DATE !!!   MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS !! 
  
CJC Holiday Weekend Dec. 1-3, 2023 
           
HOTEL INFORMATION:    Renaissance Hotel by Marriott Asheville, NC   
CJC is holding 25 rooms each night for Friday 12/1 and Saturday 12/2.  Special Rate is $219.00 + 
current tax of 13% per night.    
 
The online link for reservations is Book your group rate for Carolina Jaguar Club  or members can 
call the hotel directly at 1-828-252-8211.  Be sure to mention you are a member of the Carolina Jaguar 
Club.   A credit card will be needed to hold the reservation, but no money will be charged.  If 
calling, be sure to mention you are with the Carolina Jaguar Club.  Cut-off date for reservations 
at this special rate is November 1, 2023.   We strongly encourage attendees to make reservations 
prior to October 8, 2023.  This would allow CJC 23 days to reduce the total rooms by 20%, if 
needed, without penalty.    
 
The Planning Committee, has chosen not to have a planned group event on Saturday during the 
daytime.  We will be sending out a list of attractions and restaurants later.  If you want to visit 
the Biltmore House on Saturday, you will need to make your timed reservation NOW.  It is a 
very busy time and reservations for December fill up early.  Be sure to allow time to return to 
the hotel as the cocktails begin at 5pm.  Biltmore photo gallery link is below.  
https://www.exploreasheville.com/blog/post/christmas-at-biltmore-2019-photo-tour/  
 
More information to follow, including details of the Friday night self-pay dinner at a local 
restaurant, and the cost per person to for the Saturday night banquet.  
 
Cookie Roberson, Chairperson    Judy Martin & Carrell Chase, Co- Chairs 
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Club. A credit card will be needed to hold the reservation, but no money will be charged. If calling, be 
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rate is November 1, 2023. We strongly encourage attendees to make reservations prior to October 8, 
2023. This would allow CJC 23 days to reduce the total rooms by 20%, if needed, without penalty.
The Planning Committee, has chosen not to have a planned group event on Saturday during the day-
time. We will be sending out a list of attractions and restaurants later. If you want to visit the Biltmore 
House on Saturday, you will need to make your timed reservation NOW. It is a very busy time and res-
ervations for December fill up early. Be sure to allow time to return to the hotel as the cocktails begin 
at 5pm. Biltmore photo gallery link is below. https://www.exploreasheville.com/blog/post/christmas-at-
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