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From The 
President 
 

John Stewart 
 
I just got home from 
the mountains and 
our annual Concours 
d’Elegance at Little Switzerland was a great 
success.  There were a record number of cars this 
year and we had good luck with the weather.  
There was a bitter sweetness about the event this 
year, returning to this area after the loss of life and 
horrible devastation caused by Hurricane Helene 
last fall.  The area still hasn’t fully recovered and 
our club dedicated all of the proceeds from our 
fund-raising events at the concours to the Little 
Switzerland Relief Fund. 
 
The concours is a massive event and so many of 
our members contribute to the effort that it would 
take the whole article to thank each individually. 
However, Karoline and John O’Rourke, our 
Concours Co-Chairs, deserve huge credit for 
organizing all the moving parts of the social part of 
the concours; accommodation, meals, speakers, 
fund raising and all the little details that make this 
event so much more than just a car show.  Also, we 
need to give Steve Thomas, our Chief Judge, thanks 
for overseeing all of the technical piece of getting 
all the cars on the field, organizing the judging 
teams, and overseeing the awards.  And remember, 
all of this could not be accomplished without the 
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Letters to the editor, technical advice and in-
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Litter Box  Disclaimer 
The  editor  reserves  the  right  to  edit  all  mate-
rial  submitted. The Carolina Jaguar Club,  its  
officers,  The Litter Box  editor  and  contributors,  
expressly  disclaim  any  warranty  or  endorse-
ment  of  any  of  the  services  or  products  con-
tained  in  any  advertisement  or  mentioned  in  
any  
article.  The  opinions  expressed  by  contributors  
are  their  own  and  not  necessarily  those  of  
the Carolina Jaguar Club,  its  officers,  directors,  
publisher,  or  the  editors  of  this  publication. 
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army of volunteers who 
make it all work. 
 
There were a couple of 
significant announcements 
made at the award dinner 
Saturday night.  As many of 
you may know, from time to 
time the club makes an 
award to members who have 
served the club with 
distinction over a long period of time.  This year, the award was given to Nancy 
and Kevin Willis who have served as our membership co-chairs for the last nine 
years, doing the job with efficiency and dynamic fun-loving high spirits.  They 
are definitely one of the club’s treasures.  Second, one of our long-time 
members, Rod Taylor, aged 93, announced his engagement to his companion, 
Lenora.  Best wishes to the happy couple. 
 
Be sure to look through the rest of this issue for details on the upcoming 
events.  On August 9 we will be at the North Carolina Museum of Art in 
Winston-Salem for cars and coffee and a museum tour. Coming up, we have the 
International Jaguar Festival in September, our annual Road Trip in October, 
election meet in November and Holiday Weekend in December.  I hope to see 
you all at one or more of these events. 
 
 

 
From The President 

John Stewart 
 

  

(Continued from page 2) 
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CJC Membership Report 
Kevin and Nancy Willis 
Membership Co-Chairs 

 
Wow, we thought that June 
was hot and humid, July is 
proving to be even more 
so. We hope that you are 
staying cool and you are 
keeping your cats cool. 
 
This month we are re-
porting we now have 203 
members!! That is fantastic 
and puts us in the top 5 clubs with the JCNA.  Way to go club members, 
keep it up.  It is because of all of you that we have this great fun and ac-
tive club! We hope to see you at one of our upcoming monthly 
events.  We just got home from the Little Switzerland Concours week-
end where we had 13 of our new club members attend! That is amaz-
ing. We hope you all had a great time and we'll see you again soon.  
Kevin and I would also like to say thank you to the club for the presen-
tation of The Carolina Jaguar Club Meritorious Service Award during the 
Concours.  We were both very surprised and humbled that you all rec-
ognized us for this.  We love being the Membership Co-chairs and do 
our very best to make each of you feel a part of this club.   
 
Fondly, 
Kevin and Nancy Willis 
Membership Co-Chairs 
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Event Calendar 

Official CJC Meetings in Bold 

 
Aug 9th - Cars & Coffee NCMA tour (Pg 8) 
 
Sept 25th-28th —2025 JCNA INT’L JAGUAR FESTIVAL (Pg 9-11)  
 
Oct 5th-11th—Nashville TN Annual Road Trip (Pg 12) 
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Official August Event – Winston-Salem NC – August 9th  
 

What:  Cars & Coffee featuring British Cars on the grounds of NC Museum of Art.   
 

WHERE:  750 Marguerite Dr., Winston-Salem, NC 27106 - 336.725.1904 
        

WHEN:  Saturday Aug 9th  - 8:30 am – 10:30 am 
  

ITINERARY:  
Arrive before 9 am  

Visit the SECCA Museum anytime after 11 am.  
Lunch on your own – suggest Village Tavern or River Birch Lodge 

 

COST:  Register and make a small donation to the Museum here: 
 https://visit.ncartmuseum.org/18029/20701  

 

HELPFUL LINKS:  
 https://ncmawinstonsalem.gov/calendar-detail.php?EventOccId=915348725 

 

CONTACT:    Kevin Mann 770-856-1056 or mannkm@aol.com  
 
        

https://visit.ncartmuseum.org/18029/20701
https://ncmawinstonsalem.gov/calendar-detail.php?EventOccId=915348725
mailto:mannkm@aol.com
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2025 International Jaguar Festival – Sept 25th to 28th 
 

What:  The North Georgia Jaguar Club will be hosting the 2025 International Jaguar 
Festival. The Savoy, as the host venue for the Concours d'Elegance, has an exceptional dis-
play of cars and Jaguars to be brought in specially for the IJF.  https://savoymuseum.org/   

 
The annual International Jaguar Festival celebrates all Jaguar vehicles.  This event is 

anticipated to draw attendees and Jaguar vehicles from all areas of North America.  We 
welcome you all to come and enter your car(s) to be judged and/or displayed and enjoy a 
few days of fun events.  

 
WHERE:  Savoy Automobile Museum, conveniently located off I-75, in Cartersville 

Georgia with lodging and parking nearby 
 

WHEN:  Friday September 26 through Monday September 29 
 

HELPFUL LINKS: Online Registration: https://rcmaury.wufoo.com/forms/mirpoin0xkm9fn/ 
• Calendar Events: https://www.ngjc.us/IJF/Calendar.html 
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2025 International Jaguar Festival – Sept 25th to 28th 

 

Event Details: 

THURSDAY, Sept 25: Registration opens at 2:00pm at the Marriott Courtyard 
(Host Hotel) “Meet and Greet” 4:00pm to 8:00pm. (heavy hors d'oeuvres, Cash 
Bar at nearby location). 
 

FRIDAY, Sept 26: Registration from 10:00am to 2:00pm at the Savoy Automobile 
Museum Pavilion. Besides getting your Jaguar ready for the Saturday Concours 
or Display, spend part of the afternoon at the Five Star Booth Western Art Mu-
seum, the Tellus Science Museum, or visit the boutique shops in downtown 
Cartersville. 
 

FRIDAY, Sept 26: Slalom: Date, time, location, and entry cost to be determined 
on finding a suitable location to hold the event. 
 

FRIDAY NIGHT, Sept 26: “TIRESIDE CHAT” the Savoy Automobile Museum https://
savoymuseum.org/  is bringing five or six Jaguar race cars to the museum as 
part of their Fall and Winter Museum exhibits. This event starts after the muse-
um closes and is only open to ticket holders. A selection of sandwiches and an 
open bar is available from 6:00pm to 7:00pm. Ken Gross and Wayne Carini (who 
is sending his Jaguar SS as part of the display) and others will host a discussion 
of Jaguar race cars followed by an audience question and answer session from 
7:00pm to 9:00pm. 
 

SATURDAY, Sept 27: Registration packets will be available from 8:00am to 
10:00 am for Concours Judged entrants and from 10:00am to noon for Dis-
play Only entrants at the Savoy Pavilion. 

 
 
 
 

       

https://savoymuseum.org/
https://savoymuseum.org/
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2025 International Jaguar Festival – Sept 25th to 28th 
 
 

Event Details: (ctd) 

SATURDAY, Sept 27: CONCOURS and DISPLAY JAGUARS: Held on the spacious 
lawns of the Savoy Automobile Museum, adjacent to the outdoor covered Pavil-
ion. starting at 1:00pm. The Pavilion seats over one hundred and has multiple 
tables. Water and a Box Lunch will be provided for those who have ordered one. 
The Savoy Museum Café is also available for lunch but does not include admis-
sion to the collection. 

 

SATURDAY NIGHT, Sept 27: Banquet and Awards Ceremony from 6:00pm until 
9:00pm. Advance reservations only include afterhours admission to the muse-
um, banquet, and awards ceremony. 
 

SUNDAY MORNING, Sept 28: 
National Points Rally. Requires six teams to receive national points. First three 
teams receive IJF trophies. Register if interested and we will notify you in Sep-
tember if a significant number of teams have registered. The rally starts and 
ends at the Savoy Museum. Gather at the Savoy at 8:30am with first car out at 
9:00am. Rally ends in time for lunch at the Savoy Café. 
 

 One Stoplight Monte Carlo Fun Rally with Prizes. Open to all entrants.  No 
rally experience necessary as complete instructions and directions will be 
provided. Gather at the Savoy at 8:30am with the first car out at 9:00am. 
The rally starts and ends at the Savoy in time for lunch in the Savoy Café. 

 
 Scenic Drive: Will run simultaneously and in the opposite direction to the 
Monte Carlo Fun Rally so participants can all the incredible Jaguars on the 
prowl! Gather at 8:30am for a 9:00am start. The scenic drive starts and ends 
at the Savoy in time for lunch in the Savoy Café. 
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2025 CAROLINA JAGUAR CLUB ANNUAL ROAD TRIP 

MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS BEFORE August 31 

ITINERARY DETAILS to FOLLOW 
 

Where - Nashville, TN 

When - Oct. 5 - Oct. 11 

 

Hotel Information (2 choices) 15 rooms at each - you choose. 

 

1 - Hilton Garden Inn Nashville Opryland 

     124 Music City Circle 

     (615) 551-7779 
 

      King Room - $152 plus taxes/fees ($20-25) 

      Dbl Queen -  $162 plus taxes/fees ($20-25) 

 Does not include Breakfast - Restaurant with $14.95 Buffet/per 

 

2 - Residence Inn by Marriott 

     2500 Music Valley Blvd. Nashville 

     (615) 265-0345 
 

      Queen Suite - $169 plus taxes/fees ($20-25) 

       Includes Breakfast 
 

These two hotels are in the same parking lot even though the two addresses don’t show that to be 

true. The Garden Inn is only 7 months old, while the Residence Inn is 7-8 years old. Both are ex-

tremely clean and located right next to the Opryland complex of shopping mall, Gaylord Hotel, etc. 

While the rooms at the Garden Inn are very normal in size for a hotel, the rooms at the Residence 

Inn are very large with a kitchen and separate sitting area (with sofa and table) in addition to the 

sleeping and bath areas. Note the included Breakfast at the Residence Inn, while the breakfast at 

the Garden Inn is from the onsite restaurant at $14.95 per person. You may need to ask for a walk 

in shower or a tub/shower layout as well as a comfort rise commode.  
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2025 CJC Concours d’Elegance  
 
The Carolina Jaguar Club held its annual Concours d’Elegance over July 10-13 at 
the Little Switzerland Inn. This is an annual halo event that our club has conduct-
ed since 2002. The event is held over 4 days at the Inn, with different social and 
dinner functions. The key event is the showing of our Jaguars in a Concours d’El-
egance on Saturday.  
 

The Inn was packed full of attendees, who enjoyed the cooler temperatures. A 
few thunderstorms did pass through during the weekend but they spared the 
main event on Saturday morning. Highlights included the Jaguar and Gemstones 
Road Rally Friday morning and a dinner Friday night featuring storyteller Evan 
Gray. On Saturday night the Awards Banquet was conducted. Many of the beau-
tifully prepared cars received trophies, with a 1964 Daimler sedan receiving the 
Peoples Choice award. It was also announced that well over $1000 was raised to 
go as a charitable donation to the Little Switzerland Relief Charity.  
 

A special Meritorious Service Award was presented on Saturday night to Kevin 
and Nancy Willis, the long standing club membership co-chairs. It was noted that 
during their decade long tenure in this position that membership has risen to 
over 200. Several new members were recognized at the banquet. The club wel-
comes all of our new members and hopes that they will continue to participate 
in our club activities. It takes quite a few people to conduct our Concours. Spe-
cial recognition and thanks go out to co-chairs Karoline and John O’Rourke as 
well as Chief Judge Steve Thomas, who do all the hard work to make our event 
successful. In addition, there are too many people to mention that contribute 
behind the scenes including registration, charity functions, parking, photographers, and 

judging, not to mention the hard work demonstrated by all of the hotel staff.  
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2025 CJC Concours d’Elegance (ctd) 
 
 

It was announced that next years Concours will take place on July 16-19, 2026. 
Note that if you stayed at the Inn, they will hold your room reservation for you. 
This feature will expire a few months before the next concours so if you think 
you are going to attend next year, be sure and contact them and discuss options.  
 
Thank you again to everyone that attended our event and helped make it memo-
rable!  
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https://www.hendrickcars.com/north-carolina/charlotte/jaguar-charlotte.htm
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Some Assembly Required – Our CJC 
Concours 
 
As you may have noticed, the Some Assem-
bly Required part of my 1963 E-Type restora-
tion is just about complete. As such, I’m go-
ing to be branching out into additional story 
lines. Which brings me to Our CJC Concours. 
As I write this, I am just back from our 2025 
event at Little Switzerland. Many of you will 
have attended this event and probably have 
fond memories. But I’m not quite sure that 
we all really appreciate what a gem our 
event really is. It was mentioned at the event 
that we have attendees from multiple clubs. 
There is a good reason for this. Our event has 
a well deserved good reputation. Folks want 
to attend our concours and are willing to 
drive from as far away as Canada to do so. 
Over the years that I have been attending, 
I’ve had more than a few folks tell me that it 
is their favorite CJC event. I’m sure they like 
to see the cars on display. I am very sure they 
like the cooler weather! Was I the only one 
that felt assaulted with the heat when I got 
back to the flatlands of Carolina? I know that 
the accommodations are a little bit dated but 
the Inn is doing their part to keep the facility 
in good shape. They have also consistently 
upped their game from a food standpoint. 
Yes, we do suffer from the compromises of 
serving over a hundred folks in a short 
timeframe. I personally think the buffet op-
tion works pretty well in this regard. Pro tip- 
sit near the back of the dining room! 
 
There is something special about being able 
to park the cars on the grass. Unfortunately 
we are a victims of our own success, as we 
have enough cars that we are forced to park 

some in the paved parking lot. We had a 
good turnout this year, with a large bump 
over our usual 20 odd cars to be judged. We 
just about doubled that. From a personal 
standpoint, I was happy to see a good turn-
out with the E-Types. It can be somewhat of 
a subdued victory to be first in a class of one.  
 
I understand that the club first held a con-
cours at Little Switzerland in 2002. Coinci-
dentally the same year as the Queen Eliza-
beth’s Golden Jubilee. So our event has been 
at Little Switzerland for over 20 years. Prior 
to that, we held concours in conjunction with 
larger car show events, such as the British car 
show at Dobson and the BMW event near 
Greenville. There has been discussion of try-
ing something new. It is frankly difficult to 
match the key features that we obtain at 
Little Switzerland at other venues. Little Swit-
zerland does not charge us a surcharge or 
fee. To be honest, the previous owner told 
me he prefers a “car crowd” to a “wedding 
crowd” any day of the week. Lower stress 
levels maybe?  I understand the Inn is under 
new ownership and they have indicated they 
are delighted to have us back as long as we 
are willing. Yes, there has been some creep 
in fees over the years but what hasn’t gone 
up? And in this year in particular we can 
know that we are contributing vital dollars to 
a community that was hit hard by the flood-
ing last fall.  
 
I was the concours chairperson some 10 
years ago. Let me be frank. It is a lot of work! 
We owe a big debt of gratitude to our co-
chairs Karoline and John O’Rourke and to our 
Chief Judge Steve Thomas. I have seen the 

(Continued on page 25) 
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preparation checklist that our previous co-
chair team, Barbara and Brad Merle, handed 
over to Karoline. The takeoff checklist for a 
747 probably had fewer steps! There are a lot 
of balls in the air and rest assured, when you 
attend the event and everything seems to be 
going pretty smoothly, that is no accident. For-
tunately, we have club members who are quite 
accomplished in managing complex organiza-
tions. Again, hats off to Karoline and Steve. 
Next year, around this time, think about this. 
Be proactive to contact them and see what 
you can do to help. In particular, we never 
seem to have enough judges. Keep in mind 
that we start judges training typically in con-
junction with the new members meeting in 
February or March. You can do it! I can say 
from experience that it is very interesting to 
look at these cars in such a mindful manner. 
You will see and learn! 
 
I will conclude with a recognition of the charta-
ble aspect of our event. We are driving Jagu-
ars. We are very fortunate. It is good to give 
back where we can. The charitable aspects of 
our event have been modified over the years 
to be more streamlined and relatively painless. 
I don’t know what our contribution to the 
mountain community will be this year but it is 
never enough. We heard some heartfelt testi-
monials from local folks at our Saturday night 
dinner. In case you missed it, here are two 
ways to contact them. 
 
Littleswitzerlandrelief@gmail.com 
www.littleswitzerlandrelief.org 
 
Safe travels- Harvey 
 

 
Previous Some Assembly Required and other 
Jaguar related articles can be found on my 
website www.newhillgarage.com. 
 
    Written by Harvey Ferris 
 

(Continued from page 24) 

mailto:Littleswitzerlandrelief@gmail.com
http://www.littleswitzerlandrelief.org


26                                                           The Litter Box                                        July 2025 

 

 

http://www.welshent.com/


 

  July 2025                                                 The Litter Box                                                       27 

 
2025 Jaguars and Gemstones GTA Rally  

 
Friday morning 26 teams gathered to participate in the 2025 Road Rally.  
After receiving instructions, the teams left Switzerland Inn to follow 
written driving instructions which lead them through the surrounding 
area with a stop at Emerald Village and ending in Spruce Pine. 
 
Along the way, questions had to be answered.  Nineteen answers could 
be found along the driving route.  Answers 
to an additional seven questions could be 
found by exploring downtown Spruce 
Pine, and five bonus questions could be 
answered by reading the material provid-
ed to each team at Emerald Village. 
 
We are proud to report that all 26 teams 
made it back to the Inn in time for the 
Concours on Saturday.    
 
Special thanks to Emerald Village, and the wonderful staff at Switzer-
land Inn for their help with this endeavor. 
 
Mark and Lori Havemann were the winners of the Jerry Ellison Award 
for getting lost.  Don Koepnick and John Stewart were honored as Good 
Samaritans for clearing rocks from one section of the road.   
 
There were multiple ties for second and third place, but the overall win-
ners of the Rally were Jerry Cohen and Judy Johnson Cohen.  Congratu-
lations to all! 
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2025 Jaguars and Gemstones GTA Rally (ctd) 

 
The following are the answers (that the Rallymasters were looking for) to the questions. 
 

The height of the bridge is 13’ 5”. 
 

The animal depicted on the small white signs informing you that you are not on the Park-
way is a bison or buffalo. 

 
The colors found on the barn quilt hanging on the Little Switzerland Fire Station are yel-

low, blue, green, red, cream and white. 
 

The sum of the address of the Little Switzerland Fire Station (516) and the number of the 
Station (22) is 538. 

 
The speed limit on McKinney Mine Road is 40 mph. 

 
The creatures found on the side of Jewelry by Anita’s building are butterflies and bears. 

 
The Company Store Questions 

 
The mailbox number for the mailbox in the middle of the 4th row of the right bank of 

boxes is 54. 
 

There are 46 mailboxes. 
 

The power source for Doc Howell’s drill was a treadle. 
 

Feldspar was the main mineral mined at the site. 
 

Coke and Pepsi bottle caps were used for checkers on the checkerboard.  
 

The Postage Stamp is considered the world’s greatest art and portrait gallery. 
 

The Rev. Matt Woody is Pastor of Chestnut Grove Baptist Church. 
 

The speed limit on 226 A is 35 mph. 
 

You left McDowell County. 
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2025 Jaguars and Gemstones GTA Rally (ctd) 
There were 3 rows of hay bales on your right. 

 
A farm on your left is named after the Goldfinch. 

 
The name of the country club is Grassy Creek.           

 
      Spruce Pine Questions 
 

The engine number on the mural near the Mitchell Credit Co Customer Parking is 3. 
 

10/6 on the Mad Hatter sign represents the price – 10 shilling, six pence. 
 

The phone number for City Cab was 765-2323. 
 

There are two pieces of art by Heidi Mckinney along Locust St., the following wording is 
incorporated into them: 

  - Helene.  Hope will overcome despair. 
  - Helene.  Beauty will grow out of destruction. 
 

The following animals depicted are the large mural on Locust St – deer, possum, lizard, 
fish, bird, wasp, bee. 

 
Judicious marksmanship is appreciated on the notice sign at 286 Oak Ave. 

 
Clouds (or mountains) are depicted in the mural beside Needle Tattoo Studio. 

 
Bonus Questions 

 
According to the brochure that you received at the Emerald Mine Museum, 77 different 

minerals and rocks have been found in the Spruce Pine Mining Area.   
 

Bon AMI is the name of the mine at Emerald Village. 
The quartz found at the mine was gray due to exposure to uranium. 

 
The water of Burnett Branch provides an ideal environment for geese, mallards, herons, 

and giant rainbow trout. 
 

A slusher-scraper is a machine used to load ‘muck’ into ore cars. 
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The XK Corner (#14) 
 
The XK Corner (aka “TXC” for short) is the place 
to share questions, answers, problems, solu-
tions, and everything else about your 1996-
2015 Jaguar XK8, XK, or XKR. This month we 
feature another contribution  from Bart 
Groeneveld, on using his XK8 in manner that 
would have certainly pleased Sir William. Plus 
the usual miscellania. Any and all future contri-
butions to TXC are welcomed! 
 
Touring in the XK8 - by Bart Groeneveld 
One purpose of owning ANY car is the lure of 
the occasional “trip on the open road”.  This is 
especially true for many of us who are Jaguar 
owners.  I would say that the pleasure of driv-
ing our Jaguars is the overriding reason for 
owning one, regardless of model or vintage. 

Certainly, vintage DOES have some limiting 
factors when it comes to flinging oneself down 
the thousands and thousands of road miles 
available.  A Champion early XK or E-Type is 
not exactly what many would expose to the 
vagaries of extended touring, for obvious rea-
sons.  Those will be trailered.  But we who 
have the more modern Jaguars should feel 
comfortable taking moderate to extended 
road trips in our cars – even rallies! 

This does not mean, of course, that one should 
drop everything, jump into the car and just GO 
… though the excitement factor would be 
tempting.  Some prep and planning are essen-
tial to ensure a pleasant time will be had. 

Since the moment I became the third owner of 
my 2003 XK8 convertible, road trips were on 
my mind.  This particular series of Jaguar is 
eminently comfortable and practical: a re-
spectable Grand Touring car.  The drive home 

to Kentucky after purchasing the car in North 
Carolina was the first test of the car (and me).  
It started out well enough, but it soon became 
evident that I did not know enough about the 
car to feel as comfortable as I thought I did.  
Despite a thorough mechanical review by qual-
ified mechanics plus personal ‘preflights’ by 
myself, troubles started within 50 miles of 
starting out. 

The first was a ‘gearbox fault’ message after a 
spirited downshift to pass.  Then, ‘DSC fault’ 
messages when braking was moderate.  Some-
times the coolant temperature gauge would 
peg, but there was no actual overheating.  And 
so on.  I learned that pulling over, shutting 
down the car and then restarting would clear 
the offending messages.  But that did not clue 
me in on what actually was going on. 

Long story short, I finished the eight-hour drive 
and survived.  After, as time went by and I be-
came more ‘learned’, the problems were slow-
ly resolved and since then the car has been es-
sentially trouble-free on 14 years’ worth of 
road trips. 

So, the first rule is to make sure the car is me-
chanically (and electronically) up to snuff.  
Even if you are a die-hard DIY mechanic, have 
your favorite Indi mechanic or Jag dealer give 
the car a once-over and fix any niggly stuff.  
This will provide additional peace of mind.  
Tires, brakes, alignment, fluid levels should all 
be in good stead. 

Second: be sure your AAA is paid up…  ‘nuff 
said about that. 

Plan your route!  Don’t just bowl down the in-
terstate.  At least take some of the many avail-
able and lovely two-lane alternatives.  Just 
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punching “Avoid Highways” on the GPS is 
enough to send you into some really inter-
esting routings. 

Don’t overdo it.  For even the most ardent and 
enthusiastic drivers, five or six hours of driving 
in a day is plenty.  Personally, if I start mid-
morning, run along and stop for lunch, then 
run some more in the afternoon, I’m ready to 
quit by 5pm, look for refreshments and food, 
then hit the hay. 

When stopping for fuel, due diligence is re-
quired: pop the bonnet and take a good sniff, 
check the fluids (well, not the coolant, of 
course – do that in the morning before start), 
condition of the tires (pressure, if no TPS); 
check your lights … I always drive with the 
headlamps on (no daytime running lights on 
my car). 

Range on these cars is surprisingly good.  I av-
erage 25-28 mpg, which will take the car well 
over 500 miles.  I run premium fuel as request-
ed, but it will run fine on lesser octane. 

As Far as What to Take…. 

The XK8 convertible is amazingly flexible in 
available space.  It has a huge boot, more than 
sufficient for two standard roll-aboard bags, 
two umbrella chairs, various totes with miscel-
laneous stuff plus a bucket or box with essen-
tial cleaning supplies.  A jug of windscreen 
washer fluid, plus a jug of premixed coolant 
also fit.  I have a fire extinguisher easily acces-
sible as well.  In the spare tire compartment, 
there is lots of room for (besides the spare – 
check its pressure, too) other things such as 
extra oil, a funnel, toolkit, emergency flares 
and reflectors, jumper cables, a compact air 
compressor. And more. 

With the top up, the convertible has a nice 
space behind the rear seat-back that accom-
modates plenty of stuff.  We like to bring our 
own pillows for layovers – they go in there, 
along with the tonneau in its storage bag 
(handily non-reflective) so rear visibility is not 
impaired.  Don’t be absent minded and put the 
top down … not good.  If you REALLY want the 
top down for even part of the drive – leave 
that nook empty. 

The “grocery rack” -aka: rear seat- has plenty 
of uses.  For me, normally a small cooler lives 
there along with a snacks box, coffee thermos, 
jackets and umbrellas, box of tissues and any-
thing else that one may need from inside the 
car.  There is even a little space in the foot-well 
behind the bucket seats that can accommo-
date some items (good for wine bottle storage, 
I’ve found). 

Up front, be sure you have a cigarette lighter 
receptacle splitter so you can run at least two 
electronic items (for me, one phone and the 
Garmin navigation head). 

And… We’re Off! 

My wife and I have taken our XK8 many places.  
Our yearly trek to the CJC Concours at Little 
Switzerland is a standard… it’s about 550 miles 
each way from northern Kentucky.  We often 
go off the beaten path and find new ways to 
get there.  We’ve cruised down to Florida to 
visit family with the car … around 1,800 miles 
round-trip.  A very interesting run was from 
Cincinnati to Door County, Wisconsin (near 
Green Bay) and back, with stops in Chicago, 
Oshkosh, Sturgeon Bay, Manitowoc (from 
there we sailed on the SS Badger ferry across 
Lake Michigan – the last coal-fired passenger 
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vessel on the Great Lakes and a 1953 National 
Historic Landmark!), Luddington MI, Holland 
MI, South Bend IN then home.  A leisurely 
1,200-mile trip (not counting 62 miles on the 
ferry crossing). 

This year, besides the CJC Concours trip, we 
hope to drive from Cincinnati to Acadia Na-
tional Park in Maine and back.  Planning will be 
critical on this one, especially for accommoda-
tions, as it will be leaf-peeping season.  Mile-
age?  Nominally 1,200 miles each way.  Our 
mettle shall be tested!  And so will our XK8. 

So many places and sights to see – so little 
time.  I enjoy reading Jaguar travel stories in 
the newsletters and in the Jaguar Journal.  
Often lots of folks braver than I, bless their 
hearts!  But we all love the open road.  Happy 
Jaguar motoring! 

>>insert two photos from Bart: 1. In Michigan; 
2.Off the SS Badger<< 

 
 
I Hate Nekkid Shokk Nutzz (or, Ozzie Magic) – 
by Qraytr 
My 2006 XKR, unlike in previous model years, 
came with exposed bolt ends poking up at the 
front shock mountings. And every 2006 that I 
have seen shows the same barren, ugly (to me) 
landscape. Someone told me that for the final 
run of the X100, Jaguar just left off the black 
nut covers on those bolts. Maybe they ran out 
of those items in preparing for the upcoming 
X150. Or maybe the bean counters decided to 
save a couple of tuppence per car. Fear not, 
your TXC concierge has the solution. 
 
Not many may realize that Australia has pio-

neered some high quality (better than OEM!) 
X100 reproduction parts. The problem has 
been that they are Down Under. But now, the 
high quality repro nut covers that I had been 
searching for are being produced in Oz by Ste-
ve Davis, with a (local!) US rep – Kevin Lang – 
near Atlanta, from whom a set of six nut co-
vers can be ordered for $50. See the photos to 
get an idea of this product on my XKR. If you 
are interested in covering your Nutzz (or in 
some of the other items becoming available 
here from Oz, like the caps for the front shock 
mount openings, or truly indestructible polyu-
rethane top shock mounts, or replacement 
gear shift pattern bezels), just drop an email to 
Kevin: hdpartsman8354@yahoo.com – tell him 
that The CJC XK Corner sent you. 
>>>insert two nut cover photos: 1. Before; 2. 
After<<< 
 
This Month's Easter Egg – by Qraytr 
Another Blast from the Past, resurrecting a 
most brilliant Jaguar privateer's race victory. 
(My own nostalgia at work - I was roaming the 
track and in the pits at the SCCA National 
Championships at Road Atlanta that weekend, 
courtesy of my press credentials, and scribbled 
down my cover-story piece for the December 
1980 issue of “The EJAG News Magazine”.) See 
the literally bang-up race video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=RI1_UWkob6s 
 
Mike Gregory, XK “Qraytr” 
Send TXC submittals to:  
TheX100Corner@gmail.com 
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Classified 
 

 
Free: set of 4  
Complete wheels for 1998 and 1999 Vanden 
Plas sedan. Contact me to schedule pick up 
in Lancaster, SC.  Jerry Cohen 704-996-
9060 . 
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